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24 November 2014 
 
 
 

 
Dear Health and Sport Committee  
 
VALE OF LEVEN HOSPITAL INQUIRY – PUBLICATION OF INQUIRY REPORT 

 
I am writing to inform you of today’s publication of the Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry report.  

 
As you are aware, the Inquiry was established by Nicola Sturgeon, when she was Cabinet 

Secretary for Health and Wellbeing.  The Inquiry began its work in October 2009 under the 
Chairmanship of Lord MacLean.  It was established to investigate the circumstances 
contributing to the occurrence and rates of C.difficile at the Vale of Leven Hospital from 1 
January 2007 onwards, with a particular focus on 1 December 2007 to 1 June 2008.   

 
Under its terms of reference the Inquiry was also tasked with investigating the tragic 
circumstances which gave rise to deaths associated with that infection.  The terms of 
reference set out a wide-ranging remit and also looked at; leadership and governance, 

nursing and medical care, antimicrobial prescribing, death certification and inspection and 
scrutiny.   
 
Lord MacLean’s report and recommendations will have implications for the wider NHS in 

Scotland and the Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorates.  We will 
therefore be working with NHS Boards and other partners to progress the work required.  
 
Members of the Scottish Parliament are being advised via various communications routes 

about the reports publication; however I, along with my officials who will be responsible for 
considering the report fully, would be keen to come to a future Health and Sport Committee 
meeting to discuss the report and its recommendations.  I would be grateful if you could 
contact my Private Office to arrange this. 
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In the meantime, I would ask you to please look at the Inquiry report, which can be accessed 

through the following link to the Inquiry’s website - http://www.valeoflevenhospitalinquiry.org/.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you to arrange a date to attend the Health and Sport 
Committee to discuss the report. 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                    
SHONA ROBISON      

http://www.valeoflevenhospitalinquiry.org/

